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Topics for Today
• Basin Property Remediation Program

• Recreation Sites

• Ninemile Basin

• Canyon Creek Basin

• Disposal Facilities

• Lower Basin Updates
• > Gray’s Meadow and Gleasons

• > Cataldo Investigations and Dudley Reach Pilot Project

• > Lower Basin Waste Consolidation Area Updates

• Coeur d’Alene Work Trust Budget Update

BH Superfund Site – Basin Wide Update
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BASIN PROPERTY 

REMEDIATION PROGRAM

(BPRP)

BH Superfund Site – Basin Wide Update



7,167 PROPERTIES CLEANED UP TO DATE
Remaining work in Box and Basin awaits property 

turnover for previous refusals or non-responsive 

owners.

2022 ACTIVITIES
- Remediated 3 properties

- Sampled 5 properties

- Maintained drinking water treatment systems 
at 6 properties

BPRP SUBSTANTIALLY COMPLETE
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2022 ACTIVITY SUMMARY BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA

BPRP: BASIN HOUSE DUST
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RECREATIONAL SITES
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Cataldo Boat Launch
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Cataldo Boat Launch Killarney Lake Peninsula

Medimont Boat Launch Burke Swimming Hole
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NINEMILE BASIN
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NINEMILE BASIN

Updated October 2022

Lower East Fork Ninemile 
Creek Riparian Area



DAYROCK COMPLEX

12



LOWER EAST FORK 

NINEMILE CREEK
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TAMARACK COMPLEX
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TAMARACK COMPLEX

Rock Dumps Area No. 4

Riparian Area Area No. 5 Unnamed Adit Area

Area No. 3
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EFNM WCA

Placing waste materials from 

Dayrock + Tamarack

Applying bonded fabric 

material North Slope
Placing lime-amended soil 

atop liner system. 

Clearing slash & brush from

final expansion area. 

Layering 1”-minus cushion 

material atop liner system. 

Quarrying fill material for 

Dayrock + Tamarack



CANYON CREEK BASIN
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Updated October 2022

Canyon Complex 
Repository



CANYON COMPLEX REPOSITORY
WASTE CONSOLIDATION AREA

18



FRISCO / BLACK 

BEAR COMPLEX
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GEM COMPLEX
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STANDARD

MAMMOTH REACH
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FLYNN MINE & BLACK 

BEAR FRACTION
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BH Superfund Site – Basin Wide Update

Area
Disposal 
Facility

Volume 
Received 
in 2022 

(CY)

Volume 
Projections 

in 2023 
(CY)

Volume 
Remaining 

(CY)

Upper 
Basin

BCR 5,550 2,500 86,300

BCRA 0* 0* 169,400

LBCR 6,700 5,000 1,034,700 

Lower 
Basin

EMFR 8,787 3,000 162,900

Box Page 25,000 40,000** 493,500

*Waste placed at BCR

**Approximation given potential remediation of East 

Smelterville Flats area

DISPOSAL FACILITIES



LOWER BASIN 

UPDATES
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Lower Coeur d’Alene 
River

Although the Superfund remediation has 
reduced metal inputs from the upper 
basin, the lower basin comprises an 
immense stockpile of metal-enriched 
particulates poised for transport to CDA 
Lake. Reducing metal inputs in the 
future will increasingly depend upon 
controlling the drivers of inputs from 
the lower basin as remediation 
progresses.  

National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine 
2022. The Future of  Water Quality in Coeur d'Alene Lake. 
Washington, DC: The National Academies
Press. https://doi.org/10.17226/26620.

2008 Flood event

BH Superfund Site – Lower Basin Update 
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Dudley 

Reach 

Suspended 

Sediment



• About 86% of lead is coming from the riverbed and banks

• Inflow from Upper Basin is relatively minor contributor

Sources and sinks of sediment and lead
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GRAY’S MEADOW
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Gray’s Meadow
• Partnership between Coeur d’Alene 

Trust and Restoration Partnership

• 700 acres ag to wetland conversion 
(Lambs Peak and Cave Lake 
Wetlands)

• Project Goals:

– Reduce soil lead concentrations to 
below cleanup level

– Restore clean and functional 
wetlands

– Minimize recontamination

– Redirect discharges from Black Lake 
to Coeur d’Alene River

– Provide clean recreational, 
educational, and cultural 
opportunities

BH Superfund Site – Lower Basin Update 
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BH Superfund Site – Lower Basin Update CATALDO REACH



Dudley Reach Scour Hole Pilot Project

• Combination of dredge and cap from river mile 

158.6 through 158.2 

• Project Goals:

• Reduce particulate lead loading to river 

through combination of dredging and capping

• Stabilize unarmored and unstable riverbanks

• Minimize changes to river hydraulics 

• Evaluate construction means and methods.

• Earliest potential schedule:

• Characterization completed by 2022/23

• Design completed 2025

• Construction completed in 2027 and 2028

BH Superfund Site – Lower Basin Update DUDLEY REACH
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39

BH Superfund Site – Lower Basin Update Lower Basin WCA Siting





• Project focus team provides input to EPA in 

identifying and evaluating feasible locations for 

the WCA 

• Public has vetted criteria

• Other agencies and landowners have lands that they 

may provide for siting 

• Various partners offer expertise and/or resources

• Facilitators are third parties to guide MODA process 

and group discussions

• EPA has final decision-making authority for WCA siting

41

BH Superfund Site – Lower Basin Update Lower Basin WCA Siting

Lower Basin WCA Siting Evaluation - Roles



• Coeur d’Alene Basin Commission

• State of Idaho and Washington

• Coeur d’Alene Tribe

• Kootenai County

• Eastside Highway District

• Land managers – IDFG, USFS

• Natural Resource Trustees → Restoration Partnership

US Forest 

Service

http://www.id.blm.gov/
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/ecyhome.html
http://www.epa.gov/cgi-bin/epalink?target=http://www.epa.gov/&logname=epahome&referrer=seal


Schedule Comparison
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TRUST

COEUR D’ALENE WORK TRUST

2009 ASARCO BANKRUPTCY SETTLEMENT

$437m initially deposited into Trust Account (9/30/2022: $520m)

Annual workplan of $30m (upper and lower basin)

USES OF CDA WORK TRUST FUNDS

- Can only be used to fund Record of Decision-selected Basin 

cleanup actions

- Cannot be used to fund Box cleanup actions.

- Cannot be used to fund oversight of the CDA Trust  

- Cannot be used to fund State, Tribe, local governments or other 

Federal agencies work in the Box or Basin.

BH Superfund Site – Basin Wide Update


