
Lower Basin WCA: 
Virtual Public 
Information Session
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Cleaning up the Silver Valley
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Helping people become healthier
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Collecting and Storing the Waste

• Regional Repositories

Lower Burke Canyon Repository

Big Creek Repository & Annex

East Mission Flats Repository

Page Repository
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Protection and Monitoring 
of the facilities
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Waste Consolidation Areas

• Like Regional Repositories, but just 
a bit different…

Canyon Complex WCA

East Fork Ninemile WCA
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Closing a waste storage facility
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Big Creek Repository

East Fork Ninemile WCA



Citizens Criteria helped guide 
our WCA siting process

● Impacts to wetlands 

● Impacts to surface water, fish, and wildlife 

● Impacts on floodplain

● Proximity to faults and landslide areas 

● Impacts to people living or working nearby (residences and 

schools along truck haul routes) 

● Impacts to all residents, including children, along truck haul routes 

● Trucking costs 

● Potential for economic redevelopment once repository 

construction is complete 

● Storage capacity 

Listening 
to the

community 
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Draft Technical Criteria for WCA Siting

• Minimize potential for impact to wetlands and related wildlife

• Minimize potential for impact to surface waters and fish and wildlife

• Minimize potential for impact to groundwater

• Minimize potential for impact to base flood elevation

• Site is not near a mapped fault or likely to be affected by a landslide

• Site not likely to result in impacts to persons living or working near the repository (residences, schools, urban 
areas)

• Truck route along State Highway 3 to the WCAs not likely to affect existing persons or businesses

• Minimize trucking costs by locating WCAs close to cleanup areas

• Development of WCAs generates clean soil or rock for remedial action construction and caps

• Capacity of WCAs is sufficient for the planned remedial actions in the vicinity of the WCAs 
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o Direct mailing of Fact Sheet/Informational Sheets

o Presentations at Basin Commission meetings

o Newspaper articles and public notices

o Virtual and in-person public sessions

o Construction season flyers

o Basin Bulletins

o Respond directly 

to questions

Reaching out to the Public
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Exciting New 
Chapter 
Lower Basin Cleanup
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Why the Lower Basin?

• Lower Basin Cleanup
• River

• Wetlands
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Lower Basin WCA
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How big will the new WCA be?

East Mission Flats Repository Page Repository
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South River Road Property
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Dredge Road Property
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Decision to be announced 

• The location of the new WCA will be announced at the May 18th Basin 
Environmental Improvement Project Commission meeting.

• Please provide any information you feel would be helpful, or is critical or 
missing, for our decision between the South River Road and Dredge Road 
properties to: hickey.patrick@epa.gov by April 8, 2022.
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Thank you!
Patrick Hickey –

EPA Region 10 RPM

hickey.patrick@epa.gov
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