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Executive Summary 
 

The Basin Environmental Improvement Project Commission (BEIPC) is responsible for overseeing 

environmental cleanup to address heavy metal contamination, natural resource restoration and water quality in 

the Coeur dôAlene Basin (Basin).  The BEIPC also participates in guiding and coordinating infrastructure 

upgrades and improvements to protect the environmental cleanup remedy and enhance living conditions in the 

communities of the Basin.  The Basin is defined as the watersheds of the Coeur dôAlene (CDA) River, Coeur 

dôAlene Lake and the Spokane River within the Idaho Counties of Shoshone, Kootenai, and Benewah, as well 

as the Coeur dôAlene Tribal Reservation within Idaho.  

  

During Calendar Year 2013, the BEIPC coordinated and monitored accomplishments by various implementing 

entities for environmental cleanup and natural resource restoration work included in the BEIPC 2013 Annual 

Work Plan and the five-year operating plan.  It also developed a 2014 Annual Work Plan and an updated five-

year plan.  The environmental cleanup work was performed through the federal Comprehensive, Environmental 

Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA/Superfund) Program, the State of Idaho and State of 

Washington environmental cleanup programs, and actions by the Coeur dôAlene Work Trust (Trust) formed 

under the ASARCO Bankruptcy settlement.  Natural resource damage restoration work was performed by the 

Coeur d'Alene Basin Natural Resource Trustees (Restoration Partnership) including the Coeur dôAlene Tribe 

(CDA Tribe), State of Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ) and Idaho Department of Fish and 

Game (IDFG), U.S. Department of Interior through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and Bureau of 

Land Management (BLM) and U.S. Department of Agriculture through the U.S. Forest Service (USFS).  The 

BEIPC continued to work on a consolidated approach to flood control and levee management in the South Fork 

CDA River and Pine Creek working with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), State of Idaho, 

local government agencies, and the Idaho Silver Jackets organization, a coalition of federal and state agencies 

that work together to develop comprehensive and sustainable solutions to Idahoôs flood hazard issues.  The 

Panhandle Health District (PHD) continued to manage the Institutional Controls Program (ICP) to control the 

release and migration of contamination remaining in place after remediation. 

 

 

BEIPC Overview 
 

Authorization and Duties 

 
The BEIPC was established by the Idaho State Legislature and implemented through a Memorandum of 

Agreement (MOA) among implementing parties to direct, and/or coordinate environmental remediation, natural 

resource restoration, and related measures to address water quality and heavy metal contamination in the Basin.   

 

The Basin is considered to be Operable Unit 3 (OU-3) of the Bunker Hill Mining and Metallurgical Complex 

Superfund Facility, originally listed on the CERCLA National Priorities List in 1983.  Operable Units 1 and 2 

(OU-1&2) are the populated, industrial, and undeveloped areas in what is known as the ñBunker Hill Box.ò    

 

The BEIPCôs primary purpose is to work with the EPA and IDEQ to implement the Record of Decision (ROD) 

for OU-3 throughout the Basin and implement the Upper Basin ROD Amendment (RODA) for portions of  

OU-3 and work in OU-2 included in the Amendment designed to advance the cleanup of heavy metals 

contamination.   
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In addition, the BEIPC is involved in: 

 

¶ Assisting the EPA in developing and managing the Superfund Cleanup Implementation Plan (SCIP), 

a comprehensive cleanup plan for the Upper and Lower Basins based on remedies selected in the 

OU-3 ROD and Upper Basin RODA; 

¶ Coeur dôAlene Lake management planning and implementation;  

¶ Heavy metal contamination cleanup efforts at mining sites in the North Fork of the CDA River; and 

¶ Leading multi-agency coordination in addressing potential flooding in the South Fork CDA River 

and Pine Creek drainages. 

 

Legislation creating the BEIPC authorized appointment of a seven-member board comprised of: 

 

¶ Four members from Idaho, one representing the state, and one each representing the county 

commissions from Shoshone, Kootenai, and Benewah Counties, appointed by the Governor of 

Idaho; 

¶ One representative of the state of Washington appointed by the Governor of Washington; 

¶ One tribal council member of the Coeur dôAlene Tribe appointed by the council of the Coeur 

dôAlene Tribe; and 

¶ One federal representative of the United States appointed by the President. 

 

The Executive Director is Terry Harwood. 

 

Current BEIPC Membership 
 

 
 

Name 
 

 

Title 
 

 

Representing 
 

Larry Yergler,  Shoshone County 

Commissioner 

Shoshone County 

Jack Buell, Chair Benewah County 

Commissioner 

Benewah County 

Dan Green, Vice-Chair Kootenai County 

Commissioner 

Kootenai County 

Phillip Cernera Lake Management Director Coeur dôAlene Tribe 

Grant Pfeifer Regional Director, 

Washington Department of 

Ecology 

State of Washington 

Curt Fransen Director, Idaho Department 

of Environmental Quality 

State of Idaho 

Dennis McLerran Regional Administrator,  

R-10 EPA 

Federal Government 
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Program Management 
 

The BEIPC operates in accordance with the Idaho statute and the MOA between the governing entities.  It is 

responsible for coordinating the activities of federal, tribal, state and local government agencies implementing 

the ROD for OU-3 and the Upper Basin RODA for human health and ecological cleanup activities.  It is also 

involved in the coordination of efforts to protect the cleanup remedies, human health, and the environment from 

the release and migration of contaminants through the implementation of Institutional Controls in the Basin, 

implementation of a Drainage Control and Infrastructure Revitalization Plan (DCIRP) for the Upper Basin 

communities, and development of a coordinated effort for flood control and levee management in the South 

Fork CDA River and Pine Creek. 

 

The Executive Director works with the seven governmental entities and their agencies to establish annual work 

priorities and operating plans, manages the activities and programs of the BEIPC, and assists governments on 

various engineering and environmental issues at their request.  To assist the Executive Director in program 

management, planning, and implementation, volunteer staff ñon loanò to the BEIPC from the states of Idaho 

and Washington, the EPA, and the Coeur dôAlene Tribe coordinate with the Executive Director and provide 

routine intergovernmental input on technical and policy issues.  Other support groups include the Technical 

Leadership Group (TLG) and the Citizens Coordinating Council (CCC). 

 

 

Technical Leadership Group (TLG) 
 

The TLG with its Project Focus Teams (PFTs) is the BEIPC primary technical advisory group.  It is comprised 

of federal, state, local and tribal representatives as well as interested private citizens serving on the PFTs who 

provide expertise in science, engineering, logistics, regulatory aspects, and land management in the Basin.  The 

TLG advises the BEIPC on work planning and implementation while striving toward consensus-based 

recommendations.  In 2013, the Executive Director, PFTs and TLG developed the 2014-2018 Five-Year and 

Calendar Year 2014 draft work plans and studied and developed project and program proposals to implement 

the remedy in OU-2 and 3.  The TLG is currently composed of representatives from 21 governmental entities.  

 

 

 

Public Outreach and Citizen Involvement 
 

Community Involvement 

 
During Calendar Year 2013, the BEIPC held meetings and deliberations open to the public and maintained an 

up-to-date Basin website at: www.basincommission.com.  Meetings were held at various locations within the 

Basin with locations and dates announced in local newspapers, flyers posted throughout the community and at 

the BEIPC office in Kellogg, Idaho.  EPA, IDEQ and the BEIPC held a number of community meetings to 

discuss proposed project work in the Basin and Box.  The BEIPC also participated in public education/outreach 

efforts including the joint information booth at the North Idaho Fair, STEM program presentations for North 

Idaho Schools, and career and professional education fairs booths for North Idaho small school districts. 

 

 

http://www.basincommission.com/
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Citizens Coordinating Council (CCC) 
 

The CCC serves as an information conduit to and from the BEIPC on citizen, community, and special interest 

issues, and on environmental cleanup and restoration concerns.  It is comprised of politically and geographically 

diverse members and was established to provide local citizen review and input on Basin related work to the 

BEIPC.   

 

CCC and LBC Meetings and Communication 

 
The CCC facilitated email and US Mail communications to its members and the public on an as-needed basis. 

CCC meetings were held in January, April, July, and October 2013 in different locations around the Coeur 

dôAlene Basin.  All meetings were open to the public.  

 

At the regular quarterly CCC meetings, members were updated on ongoing BEIPC and TLG activities and 

asked to provide input on a variety of issues such as how information is best distributed to residents in the 

Basin, and the one- and five-year BEIPC work plans. The CCC informed the BEIPC of its activities by 

providing meeting minutes and comments to Commissioners prior to BEIPC meetings and by making 

presentations at BEIPC meetings.  

 

Chronology of Selected CCC Activities and Input to the BEIPC in 2013 
 

In addition to receiving updates approximately once a month via email or regular mail about current BEIPC 

activities, CCC members were involved in the following activities in 2013.  

 

January 

¶ The CCC held a regular quarterly meeting on January 16 in Post Falls, Idaho.  Topics included: EPA 

updates on the RODA Implementation Plan, an update on activities of the Lower Basin Collaborative, 

and a discussion of the CDA Lake óLake*A*Systô Draft.  The Executive Director also provided general 

updates on Basin Commission activities in the CDA Basin.  CCC members requested that a meeting in 

2013 be held at the Medimont Grange to encourage participation from lower basin residents. 

 

February-March  

¶ The CCC Chair presented the results of the January 16 CCC meeting at the February 20 BEIPC board 

meeting in Spokane, Washington. 

¶ The revised ROD Amendment Implementation Plan was circulated to CCC members. 

¶ EPA hosted two public forums on March 20 at the Rose Lake Community Center and Medimont Grange 

for residents to share ideas for small-scale pilot projects in the Lower CDA Basin to help evaluate the 

effectiveness of more complete, larger-scale cleanup actions that may be taken in the future.  

 

April  

¶ EPA collected project proposals from Basin residents for small-scale pilot projects in the Lower Basin 

through April 19 and provided a summary of proposed projects to CCC members. 

¶ The CCC held a regular quarterly meeting on April 24 in Wallace, Idaho.  Topics included: an overview 

of Lake Management Plan activities for 2013, updates on Basin Commission activities, a presentation on 

the Page Repository Recycling Program, EPA updates on the Lower Basin pilot project proposals, an 
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update on the Super JTI job training program, and a discussion of the outreach and education projects, 

(e.g., the Riley Raccoon Activity Book) in the Basin.   

¶ The CCC held open nominations for the CCC Chair and Vice-chair positions.  Jerry Boyd was 

nominated and elected to the Chair position and Troy Lambert was nominated and elected to the Vice-

chair position. 

 

May -June  

¶ The CCC Chair presented the results of the April 24 CCC meeting at the May 22 BEIPC meeting in 

Wallace, Idaho.  

¶ EPA held an Open House on the Lower Burke Canyon Waste Repository Plans on June 4 in Wallace, 

Idaho.  The Open House was an opportunity for Basin residents to learn about plans for the new waste 

repository and review early designs.  Comments were collected from the community through June 28. 

¶ The IDEQ 2011 CDA Lake Monitoring annual report was circulated to CCC members for review. 

 

July  

¶ The CCC held a regular quarterly meeting on July 25 at the Medimont Grange in Medimont, Idaho.  

Topics included: the Basin Property Remediation Program (BPRP), IDEQ updates on repository 

groundwater and surface water testing, updates from EPA on blood lead testing in the Basin, RODA 

Remedy Protection projects, status of the Lower Burke Canyon Repository development project, updates 

on the East Fork Ninemile Waste Consolidation Area, a review of the Lower Basin pilot projects 

submitted by the community and the EPA project selection process, an updated from the CDA Basin 

Restoration Partnership project team, and an update on Basin Commission staffing changes.  

 

August-September  

¶ The CCC Chair presented the results of the July 25 CCC meeting at the August 14 BEIPC board 

meeting in Wallace, Idaho. 

¶ The CCC Chair and other CCC members volunteered to help staff the joint fair booth at the North Idaho 

Fair that was sponsored by the BEIPC, IDEQ, CDA Tribe, EPA and PHD for public education and 

outreach.  

¶ IDEQ requested comments from the community and the CCC in September on the Community Fill Plan 

developed in partnership with EPA and PHD. 

 

October  

¶ The CCC regular quarterly meeting was scheduled for October 17 in Coeur dôAlene, Idaho.  This 
meeting was held but participation was extremely limited due to the Government shutdown.  Notes were 

not developed as there were only two citizen attendees who came in as the meeting was adjourned. 

¶ The draft five-year and one-year (2014) BEIPC work plans were circulated to CCC Members for review 

and comment via email and mail in lieu of a meeting. 

 

November-December  

¶ The CCC Chair presented the results of the October 17 CCC meeting at the November 20 BEIPC 

meeting.   

¶ EPA solicited input from CCC and the broader Basin community on the updated projections for cleanup 

in the Basin over the next ten years.  This 2013 Annual Update highlights changes from last yearôs 

Superfund cleanup plan and identifies project phasing. Public input is due by January 17, 2014.   
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Additional Outreach Activities  
 

In addition to the activities of the CCC and LBC, the various governmental entities represented by the BEIPC 

continue to support the TLG and CCC by being involved in the activities of those groups.  The governmental 

entities have been involved in outreach activities including meeting with citizen groups, giving technical 

presentations, participating in Basin events, holding tours of Basin project areas, maintaining information 

repositories throughout the Basin, and publishing various information documents to provide updates on Basin 

activities and to give answers to common environmental cleanup and improvement questions.  

 

As part of the public outreach program, the Executive Director continued to make numerous presentations to 

local business and community groups concerning activities of the BEIPC and planned cleanup actions and 

activities required to protect the remedy, human health, and the environment.  The Executive Director also 

hosted a number of field reviews by interested parties, and was interviewed numerous times by the media for 

news stories. 

 

   

Communications and Public Involvement  

 
BEIPC Communications and Public Involvement 

 

In 2013, the BEIPC continued its efforts to strengthen public involvement in BEIPC activities and 

communication between the CDA Basin community, the BEIPC and agencies involved in the cleanup.  The 

CCC was the focus organization to help implement this process. 

 

The following is a partial list of BEIPC community involvement activities throughout the year:     

 

¶ Participated in BEIPC public education/outreach efforts at the North Idaho STEM Fair in Coeur 

dôAlene, the Academic Career Fair in Plummer, and in a joint booth with IDEQ, EPA, CDA Tribe and 

PHD at the North Idaho Fair.   

 

¶ Coordinated a field tour of sites in the Upper Basin for the Basin Commissioners, agency 

representatives, and citizens in August.  Participants viewed the East Fork of Ninemile remedial work, 9 

Mile Cemetery unpaved road project, remedy protection projects in Mullan, and the Shoshone County 

Shop property remediation project.      

 

¶ Provided assistance to BEIPC groups and staff on communications material including presentations, 

information sessions, news articles, displays, and advertising. 

 

¶ Publicized BEIPC and CCC meetings through distribution of informational flyers with assistance from 

EPA and IDEQ. 

 

¶ Utilized other communication methods to publicize meetings such as public TV, community calendar 

pages, newspaper advertising, and electronic media.   

 

¶ Shared BEIPC related information with the Community Involvement Coordinators (CICs) of EPA, 

IDEQ and the Lake Management Plan (LMP) staff for publication on their Facebook pages. 
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¶ Collaborated with the CICs regarding future communication resources such as video training, public 

service announcements, and community workshop training sessions.  

 

¶ Continued efforts to populate the BEIPC website with new information about BEIPC related activities 

and other information as requested by various agencies and advisory groups. The website provides 

information to keep the public informed including how to become involved and participate in the 

process; and opportunities for the community to provide input.  Updates to the website will be ongoing. 

 

 

 

 

 

BEIPC August Field Trip  

 
EPA Community Involvement Activities 

 

EPA Region 10 continued working with the local community throughout 2013.  The agencyôs outreach 

activities are designed to give people meaningful opportunities to be involved in agency decision-making, to 

ensure that the public is fully informed about site activities, and to collaborate with the many partners in the 

cleanup. 

 

Highlights of EPA community involvement site activities during the year include: 

 

¶ EPA invited local people to help identify pilot projects in the Lower Basin.  EPA held public workshops 

in partnership with the CCC and TLG, prepared a fact sheet, did wide publicity, and offered online 

proposal forms.  Nearly 100 people attended the workshops, and EPA received 46 proposals. In July, 
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EPA announced selection of two types of projects.  Proposal summaries and selection information is 

online at http://yosemite.epa.gov/r10/cleanup.nsf/sites/bh. 

 

¶ EPA launched a second Superfund Job Training Initiative  (Super JTI) in 2013.  Super JTI is a job 

readiness program providing free technical training to citizens living in communities affected by 

Superfund sites.  Fourteen people graduated from the program this year.   

 

¶ EPA issued the Annual Update to its Superfund Cleanup Implementation Plan (SCIP) in December for 

an informal review opportunity, outlining what cleanup work will happen in the Basin over the next ten 

years.  As part of its outreach effort, EPA performed notifications including: posting on Facebook; 

providing local briefings; and distributing the document.  Public input helps shape the plan. 

 

¶ Many community members have expressed appreciation for a new brochure called ñHealthy Living in 

the Silver Valley and Coeur dôAlene Basin.ò EPA led a multi-agency collaborative effort to produce 

this document about the cleanup.  It covers health information, cleanup highlights, resources, contacts, 

and more.  Select local residents and business owners provided input during its production.  Their 

suggestions helped make this brochure an especially practical and well-received document within the 

community.  Find the brochure at http://go.usa.gov/24CB. 

 

¶ In response to ongoing requests from the community, EPA led development of a brochure addressing 

questions about East Mission Flats Repository (EMFR), titled ñWater Sampling at East Mission Flats 

Repository;ò the brochure gives details on EMFRôs monitoring program, sampling results, and 

protective features.  Find it online at http://go.usa.gov/bsK4. 

 

¶ The Trust, EPA, and IDEQ are continuing to plan, design, and construct several projects that will help 

protect completed cleanup work.  Project coordinators have been working closely with local 

jurisdictions and other property owners on these Remedy Protection Projects.   Local jurisdictions are 

especially involved with public outreach. 

 

¶ Also in 2013, EPA invited the public to comment on early designs for the Lower Burke Canyon 

Repository.  Local residents attended an Open House hosted by the CCC, and submitted comments 

during the 30-day review period.  To ensure that neighborhood residents had complete information and 

got direct invitations to the Open House, we conducted door-to-door visits and did direct mailings in 

Woodland Park.  Learn more at http://go.usa.gov/Tvzd. 

 

¶ The agency conducted outreach related to the work up at the East Fork Ninemile Waste Consolidation 

Area this year.  EPA prepared a fact sheet (http://go.us.gov/bsZe), a series of features on Facebook,  

and other publicity.  EPAôs Community Liaison made direct contact with several local people and 

businesses, including the ATV club, to inform and answer questions. 

 

¶ EPA led a collaborative, interagency effort to develop two new waste repository signs. A sign now 

stands at the ICP entrance for the East Mission Flats Repository, explaining the benefit of repositories 

and thanking people for using the ICP.  Also, a ñcoming soonò sign is posted at the site of the Lower 

Burke Canyon Repository.  In 2012, the CCC expressed support for development of the signs.  

 

¶ EPA coordinated with IDEQ and PHD on outreach planning related to the Community Fill Plan. 

http://yosemite.epa.gov/r10/cleanup.nsf/sites/bh
http://go.usa.gov/24CB
http://go.usa.gov/bsK4
http://go.usa.gov/Tvzd
http://go.us.gov/bsZe
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¶ Two activities to help characterize the river took place by boat this year: a geophysical survey of the 

river bottom and river bed coring.  EPA coordinated with local authorities and notified citizens.  

 

¶ The Trust completed two cleanups at large commercial properties in the Basin, coordinating with 

property owners and others.  The goal is to protect public health. 

 

¶ The Coeur dôAlene Basin Facebook page continues to provide site updates to the public.  Find it at 

www.facebook.com/CDAbasin.  The page offers site news, resource information, and an online 

community forum.  EPA invites your participation, suggestions, and postings.  

 

¶ Publication of EPAôs Basin Bulletin continues 

(http://yosemite.epa.gov/R10/CLEANUP.NSF/bh/bunker+hill+superfund+site+basin+bulletin). 

The agency published three editions in 2013, each providing news and updates about the Coeur dôAlene 

Basin Cleanup Project. 

 

¶ The agency maintained its commitment to the Basin Commission process throughout 2013.  EPA 

provides staff support and regular participation at meetings of the Basin Commission, CCC, TLG, and 

PFTs.  EPA also provides funding support for facilitation of the CCC. 

 

¶ An EPA website for the Basin Cleanup Project offers the public access to updates, site documents, and 

background information about the cleanup.  Suggestions for improvements are always welcome. 

 

¶ EPA maintains document collections related to the cleanup at several area libraries for public access. 

This year, in response to a request from the CDA Tribe, EPA worked with the Plummer Public Library 

to also make select site documents available there on disk.  Although it is not an official document 

repository, a large amount of site information is now more easily available to the CDA Tribe and others.  

 

¶ Project managers met several times with local officials, interest groups, and others to provide updates 

and answer questions in 2013.  Additionally, EPA and IDEQ conducted site tours for interested parties 

and provided presentations to local schools and interested groups in the area.  EPA also supported the 

interagency exhibit about the cleanup at the North Idaho Fair. 

 

¶ EPA regularly worked with the media in 2013, arranging quarterly press availability sessions, fielding 

questions from reporters about the site, running newspaper display ads, and issuing press releases on 

high-interest activities. 

 

¶ EPAôs Community Liaison continued working with the community, serving as a resource for local 

residents.  EPA created this liaison position in response to requests for an on-site representative.  The 

liaison is enhancing local communications, providing people with easier access to the agency, and 

helping EPA to be responsive to local issues and questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/CDAbasin
http://yosemite.epa.gov/R10/CLEANUP.NSF/bh/bunker+hill+superfund+site+basin+bulletin
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IDEQ Community Involvement Activities 

 

The following are highlights of 2013 outreach and community involvement activities for IDEQ: 

 

Projects 

  

¶ IDEQ Outreach led the development of multi-media recreation education projects supporting 

community health.  The products include: 

o ñRileyôs Familyò childrenôs activity book, 

o ñSuds After Mudò radio public service announcement, 

o ñPlay Cleanò website.   

Products were developed with feedback from the Basin Commission, TLG, CCC, and LB PFT as well as 

several community groups in Shoshone and Kootenai counties.  Activity books are distributed at 

businesses, visitorsô centers and medical offices, offered at community events and through Kellogg PHD 

Lead Health Intervention Program.  The radio announcement broadcasted on four stations for two 

months to the greater North Idaho region.  IDEQôs ñPlay Cleanò webpage houses these projects and 

offers information to children and families. The Kellogg PHD is IDEQôs primary partner in the 

development of lead health intervention education. 

¶ IDEQ outreach provided project development for the Hercules Mill historic interpretive sign.  EPA-

directed remedial action at the Hercules Mill spurred local interest in the historic value of the mill site.  

IDEQ sought the support of numerous local businesses including the participation of the Wallace 

District Mining Museum and the Wallace Historic Preservation Society.  IDEQ sought out a local non-

profit organization Panhandle Lakes Resource Conservation and Development Council, Inc. to manage 

grant funds provided in part by a grant from the Idaho Humanities Council, a State-based Program of the 

National Endowment for the Humanities.  The Wallace Mayor granted placement of the sign at the 

Wallace Visitor Center grounds where about 100,000 visitors are welcomed each year. 

¶ IDEQ participates in Panhandle SEEP (Stormwater and Erosion Education Program) Steering 

Committee.  IDEQ participated in revising and updating the ñBasic SEEPò class curriculum, facilitating 

classroom activities, and delivering training to contractors, design professionals, and jurisdictions 

throughout Shoshone and Kootenai County. 

¶ IDEQ coordinated with the Kellogg Staff House Museum to provide EPAôs Basin Cleanup poster for 

display at the museum. 

 

Outreach Presentations and Events 

 

¶ Outdoor Writerôs Annual Conference presentation at Page Repository.  IDEQ staff provided additional 

support. 

¶ Coeur dôAlene Chamber of Commerce ñLeadership Coeur dôAleneò group with EPA. 

¶ Coeur dôAlene Flycasters Annual Banquet  

¶ Coeur dôAlene Canoe and Kayak Club 

¶ Shoshone Medical Center Womenôs Health Fair 

¶ Lead Health Intervention Program to Silver Valley schools led by PHD 
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¶ University of Idaho Upward Bound (students of Shoshone County High Schools)  

¶ North Idaho Fair and planning activities with BEIPC, EPA, IDEQ, and CDA Tribe 

¶ Ramsey Science Magnet School 4
th
 grade students 

¶ GearUp Expo for regional 8
th
 grade students 

¶ GearUp Career Day in Plummer, Idaho with the Executive Director  

¶ Assistance and participation in BEIPCôs meetings:  CCC, LBC, TLG, LBPFT, and Commission 

 

Idaho DEQ Direct-Outreach for Program Projects 

 

¶ Conducted door-to-door outreach with community members in:  

o Lower Woodland Park (the area Main Avenue) with construction contractor for Unpaved Road 

Program construction 

o Upper Woodland Park (the area of Woodland Drive and Canyon Apartments) with EPA for 

Lower Burke Canyon Repository design 

o Smelterville (area between E and J streets) with Smelterville Mayor for Grouse Creek Remedy 

Protection construction 

o Remedy Protection Communication Strategy Plans with EPA. 

¶ Supported multi-jurisdictional Paved Roads Workshop outreach.   

¶ Assisted EPA in outreach and outreach planning for the Lower Basin Pilot Project Workshop and 

Remedy Protection Projects led by EPA 

 

IDEQ Community Liaison and Media 

 

¶ Participated in a Public Information Officers team lead by the Restoration Partnership Communications 

Specialist.  Assistance was provided for the outreach strategy, website content, press releases and 

scoping period open house in 2013 

¶ Developed and distributed the Superfund Straight Talk in newspapers and websites each month 

¶ Developed and submitted Basin Bulletin articles for EPA three times each year 

¶ Attended community and civic meetings supporting community communications  
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Lower Burke Canyon Repository Open House 

 

 

 

 

North Idaho Fair Booth 
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Calendar Year 2013 Work Accomplishments 
 

Part 1 - 

Work Performed Through Federal Superfund or Other Cleanup Programs: 
 

 

Blood Lead Screening in Children 
 

Screening of children for elevated blood lead levels has been occurring annually in the CDA Basin since 1996 

as a public health service to identify children with elevated blood lead levels and to provide follow-up from a 

public health professional to identify ways to reduce lead exposures.  The screening program also informs the 

Basin cleanup efforts although cleanup decisions are not based on annual blood lead testing results.  The goal is 

to prevent lead exposures that could result in elevated blood lead levels 

 

Results of the 2013 Screening Program were presented at the November BEIPC meeting. The table below 

shows the 2013 Basin Blood Lead summary results for children up to 6 years compared to data since 2004. 

 

 

Two children were identified with a blood lead level greater than 10 micrograms per deciliter (µg/dl).  One of 

these children had a blood lead level greater than 15 µg/dl.  PHD contacted families of children for each child 

with a blood lead level above 5 µg/dl to provide information on how to reduce exposures. 

 

In early 2012, the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) changed its ñlevel of concernò associated 

with childhood lead poisoning from a blood lead level of 10 µg/dl to a new ñthreshold valueò of 5µg/dl. The 

term ñlevel of concernò was dropped based on scientific evidence that adverse health effects occur below 

10µg/dl.  

 

In 2013 Basin participants were paid $30 for each child screened.  This is an increase from $20 per child used in 

most previous years.  The number of children tested in 2013 was slightly higher than earlier years with the 

exception of 2009.  In that year a $40 incentive was offered as a one-time effort and participation rates roughly 

doubled. The blood-lead screening program will continue in 2014.  The program will be offered in the same 

manner as the past with the new $30 incentive per child.  

 

 

Year 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Number of 

Children  80 81 69 71 73 175 108 75 83 92 

Min (ɛg/dl) 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.0 1.4 

Max (ɛg/dl) 16.7 12.0 10.0 9.0 14.0 10.0 20.0 12.0 8.0 16 

Ave (ɛg/dl) 3.9 2.9 2.8 2.9 2.4 3.1 2.5 3.1 3.3 2.8 

GeoMean (ɛg/dl) 3.4 2.3 2.4 2.6 2.1 2.7 2.1 2.6 3.1 2.5 
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Basin Property Remediation Program (BPRP)   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IDEQ and the Trust remediated a total of 126 residential and two commercial property addresses, respectively, 

during the 2013 BPRP.  This resulted in over 1.9 million square feet (500,000 of which was contributed by the 

Trust work) of contaminated property being remediated.  The volume of waste material disposed of in the Big 

Creek and East Mission Flats repositories per acreage remediated was considerably lower than previous years 

due to modified waste management strategies including cut-and-fill and re-use.  Also, remediation at the two 

commercial properties did not result in contaminated soil being sent to the repositories.   

 

Work started on May 1, 2013, and continued until December 5, 2013.  Activities at the repositories extended 

slightly beyond the beginning and end dates of the BPRP due to seasonal preparation and closeout, remedy 

protection and ICP related business.  The cost of property remediation conducted by IDEQ was $8.8 million and 

the cost to the Trust for remediating the two commercial properties was approximately $760,000.  This season 

the total cost of repository operations incurred by the Trust for the Basin repositories was approximately 

$550,000.  The 2013 Trust budget for repository operations was $876,702.  The table above contains 

information on properties remediated and truckloads of waste processed in repositories since 2007 for reference. 

 

In 2011, EPA and IDEQ implemented a process to sample unpaved public roadway surfaces to determine if and 

where surface contamination with heavy metals may be present.  The sampling process was completed in 2013 

and the results of the process used to develop an unpaved roadway surface remediation program with a listing of 

unpaved roads to be addressed.  A pilot project for unpaved road surface remediation on contaminated road 

segments in Shoshone County and East Side Highway District jurisdictions was prepared and implemented to 

develop surveying techniques, design approaches, standard drawings and technical specifications, and a 

standard Operation and Maintenance Agreement document for execution by the State of Idaho and the involved 

local road jurisdictions.  The pilot project was completed in 2013.  Based on the information learned from the 

pilot project two additional projects were designed and one contracted in 2013 and the other in January 2014 

including 23 contaminated road segments.  A total of about 21,000 linear feet of unpaved contaminated local 

jurisdictions roads were completed in 2013.  The remaining road segments will be completed in 2014. 

 

Year 

Number of 

Property 

Addresses 

Area 

Remediated 

(Acres) 

Waste From BPRP 

Disposed of in 

Repositories 

( Truckloads) 

Truckloads 

Per Acre 

2007 373 60 9,240 154 

2008 352 57 8,129 143 

2009 547 149 18,780 126 

2010 311 70 10,725 153 

2011 243 64 9,795 153 

2012 216 73 9,127 125 

2013 128 44 3,500 80 

 



2/18/14 

- 16 - 

 

 

Unpaved Road Remediation 

 

 

 

 

Property Remediation 


